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A Last Look At the Parables of Jesus

Luke 5:27-39 (NRSV)
After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him,
"Follow me." And he got up, left everything, and followed him.

Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and
others sitting at the table with them. The Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples,
saying, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?"

Jesus answered, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; | have
come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.”

Then they said to him, "John's disciples, like the disciples of the Pharisees, frequently fast and pray, but
your disciples eat and drink.

Jesus said to them, "You cannot make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them, can
you? The days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in
those days."

He also told them a parable: "No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on an old garment;
otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the new will not match the old.

And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be
spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one
after drinking old wine desires new wine, but says, 'The old is good.™

Who was Levi?

What was a tax collector?

Why might Jesus have chosen Matthew as a disciple?

What do you think it meant for Matthew to “leave everything” and follow Jesus?

Why would the Pharisees complain about Jesus’s behavior?

What is the point of the statement about the old and new garments?

What is the point of the statement about the old and new wineskins?




Luke 14:8-24 (NRSV)

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. "When you are
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come
and say to you, 'Give this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he
may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the
table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted."

This is a rather pointed message for the Pharisees. How does it apply to us?

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and
you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

What does this mean for us today?

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, "Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the
kingdom of God!"

Then Jesus said to him, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he
sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now." But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'l have bought a piece of land, and | must go out
and see it; please accept my regrets." Another said, 'l have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to
try them out; please accept my regrets." Another said, 'l have just been married, and therefore | cannot
come.'

So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and
said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind, and the lame.’

And the slave said, 'Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room."

Then the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so
that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’

Can we guess the motive of the guest who spoke?

What is the message of this story?

Prayer: Father, thank you for sending your Son to heal us, who are sick with sin. Thank you for
choosing us to be with you eternally, for inviting us to the glorious banquet that begins now. Give
us grace to say “Yes!” to your every invitation. Amen.



